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GENERAL COMMITTEE: RE} 


R PO RT c. 
DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES. 


NOWING that thoſe who are at SEA per- 
mitted to prey upon the vitals of our country, 
derive the principal part of their ſucceſs in oppoſing 
an equal repreſentation from the active circulation 
of falſehoods, reſpetting this and ſimilar inſtitutions : 
it appears adviſeable to preface our conſtitution with 
the following explicit declaration of principles. 
1. That all men are by nature free, equal, and 
5 of each other. 
1 F That to enjoy all the advantages of civil W- 
Mr. 7 £4, lets, individuals elinquiſh any more of 
2. their natural independence than is neceſſary to pre- 
=_ 7 ſerve the weak againſt the oppreſſions of the ſtrong, 
and to enable the whole body to act with union, and 
concert for the procuration of the general good, and \ 
* 1 reſiſt ance of common enemies, | 
3. That all government "abſtratedly en 
| being itſelf an evil, and no farther to be approved in 
: practice, than as it may tend to prevent other evils 
of a more ſerious nature, the experiment in every 
conn m—_— be, not how much of people will bear, 
but with how little the gra eneral neſs 
„ grand objett of general happi of 
4. Th all public burthens ether of e 
or per ſonal ſervice) ought to be impartially levied upon 
the whole body of the people, according to the caßa- 
bility of the reſpettive individuals; without - Ex= - 
clufive proteQion of particular privile e 
band, or the interference of BBs fade the 9 
of impreffing ſeamen and ſoldiers) exerciſed againft a 
particular claſs, on the other. 
5. That every additional vurthen or pe IO 
being an abridgement of the enjoyments of the peo= 
ple, and inevitably productive of much calamity to a 
great majority; no fo ch burthen or aſſeſſment ought 
ever to be levied for any purpoſes of ambition and 
agrandifement (from which a few individuals only?” 
can receive any benefit); but for ſuch objects of ne- 
ceſſity or utility alone, as may tend to ſecure the... | 


1 Aſperity, and happineſs of the wh 
ok 2 Thas” 


— 
* 
* .I. 7 


| | 


. 
* 


— 


63 3 
6. That the civil rights of every individual are, 
1. Equality of protection for his liberty, life, and pro- 
perty, and the means of obtaining the redreſs of injuries. 
2. Equality in the exercife and enjoyments of fuch 
bodily and mental facultics as nature may have- conferred 
| him. : n | by 
3. Equality of encouragement for the cxerciſe of his 
talents, and conſequently the free enjoyment of the advani 
ages thereby obtained. 5 
4. Freedom to publiſh his opinion, and to exerciſe 
his religious worſhip -without moleſtation, reſtriction, or 
civil impediment. 5 „ 
5. And laſtly, the unreſtrained exerciſe of his own, 
private judgment in every action that does not treſpaſs 
upon the equal rights of lis fellow citizens, © 
7. That the beſt methods of ſecuring theſe rights, 
yet invented by the ingenuity of man appear to'be— 
iſt. By giving an equality of voice to every mem 
ber of the community who is of adult years and not 
incapacitated by crimes or infanity, in the chojce of 
repreſentatives delegated to make laws and watch over 
the public happinefs and ſecurity; And, 
2dly. By rendering every officer and magiſtrate, 
entruſted with any power or authority, reſponſible to 
the great body of the peopte, for the faithful difcharge 
/. oof jhe truſts delegated for the public advantage. 
. artete-Htom the principle of equality 
| in the election of the legiſlative body, commonly cal- 
/ uf ed the Common's Houſe of Parliament,” appears to 
44:2 his ſociety the chief cauſe why the people of Britain 
Ser Tre deprived of the benefit of the foregoing princi- 
ſo ples; and it is therefore that we have aſſociated, and 
that we call upon our countrymen to allociate- alſo, 
that we may the better correct and ſtrengthen each 
_ * Others opinions on the ſubjett of liberty, and even- 
)6c:23mally whafh the togls of corrupt influence. and lawleſs 
power: effects which are not to be expected from the 
vague and deſultry exertions of individual opinions, 
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C43 
CONSTITUTION. 
SECTION L-ORGANIZATION. 


1. The ſociety ſhall be divided into equal ſeQions 
|; each, to be claſſed as nearly as poſ- 
fible according to'their places of abode, and to be di- 
vided again into tythings, orſecondary ſeQions of Ten. 

2. Each ſeftion ſhall meet once a week on any 
evening except Thurſday ; and as many of the ſections 
as chuſe to meet together, may aſſemble in one room. 

3- If any ſection is deſirous to meet with another, 
they ſhall be at liberty ſo to dp; but if an objeQion 
is made by the other ſection, an appeal ſhall lie to the 

3 
they are to meet alone or with another, and which 
that mall be. r „ 

4. The rent of the place, &c. in which the ſec- 
tions meet, ſhall be defray ed out of the common 
ſtock; provided that does not exceed One ſhilling 
and fixpence per week for each ſection. 

5. On the firſt meeting after the firſt Thurſday in 
every quarter, each ſection ſhall elect a delegate and 
ſub-delegate to repreſent it in the general committee; 
| or the enſuing 


uarter. | 
a 6. Every member except ſuch as have not been 
admitted a ſerenight, and ſuch as are members of any 
conſtituted body ſhall be eligible. | 

7. The tythings, or ſecondary ſeQons, ſhall chuſe 
each of them a tything-man and aſſiſtant, the ſixth 
week in every quarter, 'whoſe bufineſs it ſnall be not 
only to affiſt in keeping order, but to ſummon the 
tythings together whenever ſo deſired by the delegate 
of the ſeQtion. fe 22 
8 A preſident andiee-prefident; ſhall be eledted 
every night as ſoon as nine members are aſſembled. 
9. The election of a delegate ſhall be conducted 

in the following manner. | WE bes 
On the laſt night but one of meeting in each quar- 
ter, the ſecretary ſhall give notice that the next meet- 
ing is the time for propoſing a delegaty; when any | 
1 7, ' two 


* 


. 
two members ſhall bring in writing, and ſigned with 
their own name, the name of the perſon whom they pro- 
Poſe, and give it to the preſident, who at ten o'clock 
ſhall read the name or names of thoſe who have been 
propoſed, and at the next meeting, which is the time 
of election; every member is to give to the preſident 
in writing that name from the liſt which has his ſuff- 
rage, at ten o'clock the votes ſhall be caſt up, and 
whoever has the majority ſhall be declared detegate, 
and the next higheſt to be ſub-delegate.. 5 
N. B. It is recommended to every ſefion not to 
elett the ſame perſon two ſucceſſive quarters, if it can 
be conveniently avoided. ES. ; 


Ihe other officers may be choſen by open nomina- 


* 


7 


tion, and ſhew of hands. 1 
10. Each ſection ſhall be furniſhed with two books, 
viz. one for the thirty members of the diviſion, and 
the other to be called the ſupernumerary- book to con- 
tain the names of members exceeding the regular 
number. a . 

11. As ſoon as the members entered in the fuper- 
numerary-book ſhall amount to ten, they ſhall ele& 
their tything-man and affiſtant (till which time the 
oldeſt ſtanding ſupernumerary ſhall act in the place of 
ſuch officer; and when they ſhall, amount to fixteen, 
they ſhall be entitled to a number as a new ſection. 
They ſhall determine the time-and place of their fu- 
ture meeting; they ſhall. receive a ſupernumerary- 
book, and a new ſupernumerary-book ſhall be de- 
livered to the original ſection. | 3 

12. Members entered in any ſupernumerary-book, 
while leſs than ſixteen, ſhall be entitled to vote, and, 
in every reſpet. be conſidered as members of the 
ſection to which ſuch ſupernumerary-book ſhall be- 
long. D 15 9392 

+4 No new member ſhall have a yote the ſame 
fitting, in which he is admitted. 


- 


| Seftion II. Duty of Preſidemt, and Vice-Preſident. | 


\ 
"7 


1. The preſideni ſhall take eſpecial care to pro- 
tet an member from interruption while ſpeaking, 
D 3 | provided 


- 


| (6) 


provided ſuch member ſhall confine his diſcourſe to 
the matter in « | 

' 2. He ſhall ſee that the members be ſatisfied that 
the money raiſed in the ſection or ſections, preſent is 
paid to the principal treaſurer every month, and that 
every quarter he gives a receipt in the ſecretary's 
book for the whole of ſuch money. 


Section 11 I. Duty of Secretary aud Aſſiſtant Secretary. 


1. The ſecretary of each ſection ſhall remain in 
office (miſconduct excepted) one quarter and be re- 
eligible. | | a 
2. He ſhall open the buſineſs of each meeting by 
taking election of a preſident, and vice-preſident. 
3. He ſhall keep the books of the ſectivn, and re- 
ceive the monthly payments. | 
4. Aſter the preſident, he ſhall fign all reſolutions. 
of the ſection, and all certificates of election, 


Section IV. Duty of the tything-man and Aſſiſtant. 


1. The duty of the tything-man and aſſiſtant ſhall 
be to keep a lift of names and places of abode of 
the tything, and to fummon them together upon inti- 
mation from the delegate of the ſection, either when 
a full attendance is required at the meeting of the 
ſection or when any ſpecial, or public meeting has 
been determined upon by the general committee. 
2. They ſhall alſo be expected at any general or 
ſpecific meeting of the ſociety upon being fo requeſt- 
ed, either by the chairman of the meeting, or the 
delegate or ſub-delegate of the reſpective ſections to 
collect the tythings together, and arrange them ac- 
cording to numerical order, each with the other 
Tune of the reſpective ſections; ſo as to prevent 

| diforder; and, if neceſſary, to ſeperate the ſocie- 

ty from any viſitors or intruders that may be preſent. 
3. The tything-man is to receive his inſtructions 
from the delegate or ſub-delegate—the aſſiſtant is to 
receive inſtructions from the tything-man (or to ſup- 
ply his place when abſent, and appoint a deputy & 


, 


. 


fill his own:) and he is to communicate inftructions, 


in his turn, to the tything. 

4. The place of meeting ſhall be under the care 
of the tything-man and aſſiſtant, who in rotation ſhall 
keep the door, enquire after the abſentees of their 
reſpective tything, and if they ſhould not have at- 
tended for four weeks ſucceſſively, to make a report 
ol the reaſons which they aſſign for their abſence. 

5. If any circumſtance ſhould render it neceſſary 
for any ſection to quit the place of meeting, the tyth- 
ing- men and aſſiſtants ſhall procure another, and give 
immediate notice to the members: and that they may 
be the more united and capable of performing their 
duty, it is recommended to thoſe officers to cultivate 
private friendihip and intercourſe each with the other 
in their reſpective ſections during the time they are 

in office. 


Section V. Duty o/ 1 and Sub- Delegate 


1. Every individual delegate is the immediate ſer- 


vant of the ſection which he repreſents, and his func- 
tions cannot be annulled or ſuſpended, but by their 
conſent. 

2. While a delegate, he is not eligible to any 
other ſtation or office; either by his ſection or any 
conſtituted body. 

3. His * is to attend the meeting of delegates; 


or to take care that his ſub-delegate attends when it 


is not in his power. 


4. To attend his own ſection duly and, faithfully 


to report proceedings of the committee of delegates. 

5. Tobe treaſurer of the ſection, and make his 
payments every month to the principal treaſurer, 
whoſe receipt ſhall be a diſcarge for the ſame; but at 
the end of the quarter he ſhall give a receipt in the 


book of the ſecretary of the ſection, for the whole 


of the money he has received from the delegate dur- 
ing the quarter, 
- 6. To give a report of the receipt and expendi- 


ture of the money raiſed in the wa al during the 


quarter. 
56 7. On 


— 


60 . 


5. On all queſtions which may occur in the com- 
mittee of delegates, he ſhall vote accordiug to the in- 
ſtructions of his conſtituents; if any ſuch inſtructions 
have been given if not, he is to exerciſe his diſcre- 
tion. Xi e 

8. To tranſmit the reſolutions of the general com- 
mittee to the tything- men or other officers of the ſec- 
tion. 5 115 | 

. If the delegate ſhould vacate his ſcat, the ſub- 
delegate ſhall ſucceed him for the remainder of the 
quarter, and another ſub-delegate ſhall be choſen. 


Section VI. The General Commiltee. 


1. The committee of delegatcs is the repreſenta- 
tive and legiſlative body of this ſociety; as och is to 
make ſuchlavs and regulations as from time to time may 
be neceſſary for the welfare of the ſociety, ſubject ne- 
vertheleſs to the reviſion and control of the members, 
eitdex aſſembled in general meeting, or at their re- 


ſpective ſections. | i 
2. To receive all motions ſent from any of the 
ſections, and to give them ſuch conſideration, as time 

or the importance of ſuch motions will permit. 
. To ſanction all public acts of the ſociety; and 

to ſuperintend the ſtate of its funds. | | 
4. They ſhall be at liberty to call in the aſſiſtance 
of any member or members of the Society - but ſuch 
perſons. ſo called upon, ſhall not be entitled to vote as 


members of the committee. _ 
15 Sefton VII. Aſſiſtands. 


The general committee ſhall on the ſixth meeting 
after its election, appoint out of the body of the ſo- 
cicty, three_under-ſecretaries or aſſiſtants. 2 9 

1. They ſhall hold their places for three months. 

2. Their buſineſs ſhall be to attend the committee; 
to give their opinions on queſtions of order to the 
committee newly choſen; to make notes of ſuch in- 

fiructions as are to be given to the committee of cor- 
reſpondence, to copy the letters that are to be read 
in the ſections, and to ſee that the votes ot the gene 


4 


3 


— 


ral committee relative to publications and other public 
acts of the ſociety are carried into execution. 


Section VIII. Treaſurer and Chief Secretary. 


1. He ſhall be elected on the ſame evening with 


the aſſiſtants; and his office ſhall continue the ſame 
time. . . 
2. Heſhall keep the general accounts of the ſo- 
ciety. | | 

3- All correſpondence, and public acts of the ſo- 
ciety ſhall be ſigned with his name. | X 


4. He ſhall defray out of the funds of the ſociety 


all neceſſary expences, which himſelf, or any of the 
conſtituted bodies ſhall be put to in the diſcharge of 
their functions. f n 


Section IX, | of Correſpondence. | 


1. The committee of correſpondence ſhall conſiſt 


of eur members to be choſen by the general com- 


mittee, at the ſame time as the ſecretary from the 
body of the ſociety, after the following manner: A 
fortnight previous to the election; the ſecretary ſhall 


give notice that the next evening is the time for no- - 


minating the members for this committee, and on 
the evening following, any member of the general 


committee ſhall propoſe ſuch perſon or perſons as he. 
ſhall think proper, when each of the delegates ſhall 


take a liſt of the names, and on the evening of elec, 


tion, deliver to the preſident four names from the lift, 
and the four which have the greateſt number of votes, 


ſhall form this committee. 

2. Their buſineſs ſhall be to anſwer the letters re- 
ceived by the ſociety from the different patriotic aſ- 
ſociations in Great-Britain and Ireland, and to write 
fuch other letters as may be neceſſary for the buſineſs 


of the ſociety. _ 


- 3. They ſhall meet every Friday evening, and re- 


ceive from the ſecretary, the letters to be anſwered, 
together with the inſtructions of the general commit. 
tee, and after having compared their ideas together, 
they ſhall write the anſwers in rotation, ſo as to make 


) 


2 


0 
| 
| 


1 
an equal divſion of the labour. They ſhall then eon- 
vey them to the fecretary to be ſigned. 

4. They are authoriſed to call a fpecial meeting 
of the general committee upon any emergency that 
requires diſpatch: | = 8 

Section X. Admiſſion of Members. 
1. Each perſon before he is admitted into this ſo- 


» 


ciety ſhall be propoſed by a member, who ſhall either 
belong to the ſection, in which the propoſal is made, 


or be perſonally known as a member of this ſociety 
to two members of ſuch ſection. - 

2. The ſecretary ſhall enter his name and reſidence 
together with the propoler's name, and number, in 


put the following gueſti 4s opofer. 
Are you acquainted with t on opoſe, and 
are 3 that his genera chraler be will 
not be diſgraceſul to this ſocietyj ? 4 
3. H the propofer {ſhall anſwer the foregoing queſ- 
tion in the affirmitive, the preſident ſhall demand of 
the ſection, whether any member has any objection to 


the minute-book of the ſection, 0 d the preſident ſhall 


the propoſed. 


4 If no objection ſatisfactory to the ſection ſhall 


be made, the preſident ſhall requeſt the perſons pro- 


poſed to ſtand up, and be uncovered, when the de- 

te ſhall deliver the followingladdreſs and queſtions. 
It being reſolved by us, the members of this ſocie- 
ty, to unite ourſelves into one firm and permanent 
body, forthe purpoſe of informing ourſelves and others 
of the exact ſtate of the preſent parliamentary repre- 
ſentatzon—for obtaining a 2 0 but adequate re- 
medy to this intolerable grievance—and for correſ- 
ponding and co-operating with other ſocieties united 
for the ſame bo he following regulatien, for 
the admiſſion of members into our ſociety have been 


That having been propoſed, they ſhall anſwer in the 
affirmitive to the four following queſtions, viz. 
Queſtion IJ. Are you convinced that the Parliament- 
&ry Repreſentation of this country is at preſent inudeguate 
and imperſe ? r 17 mutton; 
Q. IL Are 


— 


— 


5 ( IA: ) 
Q. II. Areyou thoroughly perſuaded that the welfare 


of the nation requires that every perſon of adult years, in 


poſſeſſian of his reaſon, and not incapacitated by crimes, 


ſhould have à vote for a repreſentative in parliament, and 


not more than one vote? 

Q. III, Are you convinced that the repreſentation 
ought to be divided as nearly as poſſible in proportion to 
the pate of eleflors, and that the election ſhould be an- 
Nudt, k * | | 

Q. IV. Will you endeavour, by all juſtifiable means to 
promote ſuch reformation in parhament?* 

5. The foregaing queſtions having been anſwered in 


the affirmitive ; the gelegate ſhall make a ſhort and 
pertinent- addreſs K rants the following 


No citizens, you are admitted into this ſo- 
ciety ; remember, that they expect from you, obe- 
dience to its laws, and as they meet regularly every 
week, that you will meet with them as often as your 
particular fituations and engagements wall permit; 
and as the diſſemation of knowledge, and the 
proſecution of the different objects of this ſociety, 


cannot be conducted without conſiderable expenee, it 


is to be hoped that you will chearfully give your con- 
tribution. Remember alſo, that there are important 
ſituations in this ſociety ; and to which you may be 
called, that require the exertions of an ingenious. and 
active mind; therefore endeayour to acquire and 
diffuſe all the knowledge in your power, both in and 
out of this ſociety. Moreover, remember, that as 
the object of this ſocicty is to obtain a Reform in the 
Parliamentary repreſentation of the people ; you are 
requeſted to make uſe of no expreſſions, but {tich as 
are ſtrictly conſtitutional.” 2 

6. A ticket ſhall then be given to each of them, on 
which ſhall be indorſed their name, and the time to 
which their contribution is paid. 3 

7. Every member ſhall pay fixpence at the meet- 


ing of his fection, next before the firſt Thurſday in 


each calander month, or aſter that rate for ſo much 
longer as he ſhall think proper, to defray the expences 


of this ſociety, and of the room in which the ſections 


meet. 


. 


: Section 


WE: 


ſpe tive oſſicers; nll che a ſoall make begs | 


Ws} 


. 


e XI. General regulations for the different Seflions. 


They are to meet at eight o'clock on the even- 
inted, and as ſoon as nine members are aſ- 


ſembled to chuſe a preſident: If more ſections than 
one meet together, the preſigent {ſhall be choſen alter= 


_—_ out ot each. 
From the time that the chair is taken till nine 


0 4 ſhall be occupied in reading political and 
hiftorical publications, or the difcu#-1 of political 


enquires. 
Art nine o'clock new members ſhall be admitted. | 


After which the delegates ſhall report proceed- 


ins of the mmittee, he members pre- 
a: eee motion or propo- 


Hun hich Ns \ KG? 
n. 8 51 the ection. — 
5. Non aber Mall ſpeak more than twice to one 
ucſtion, except to explain or retract; he muſt addreſs 

the ident ing and uncovered. 
6, None but members of the ſection or ſections 
preſent to have a vote. 

7. Where more ſectior:; than ane mect together, 
the votes ſhall be all taken a: one time, except in thoſe 
caſes where the general committee recommend them 
to be taker: ſeperately, and in the choice of their re- 


deen Ic Hrn chem, or ori- 


report alternatel 7. 

8. All motions that are to be ſent to the * . 
committee, muſt be fairly written and Gn Ws ; 
ſecretary. 4 

9. Ha member is admitted in a ſection not he- 

ing to that part of the town he refides in or if he 
have changed his place of reſidence fince his ad- 
he-ſhall give notice to the ſecretary, in order 


. ſeQtion to which | 


ſuch of the town is appropriated. 

| 8 any ſection expel a member, the PE 
fall cauſe has name and place of abode, to be inſerted 
in the book of each ſection, to the end, that he may * 
not be admitted again, unleſs he give ſatisfactory rea- 
ſons for doing away the vote of expulſion, which muſt 


de 2 an ror Ry to the wegers! commirtee, or ſuch ok 
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